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Letters from Leadership

Healthy Forests from Main Street to Mountaintop
FTNRY L RDaKi@®aeschlilr G§S C2NBaidSNI

Fie years ago, Idaho created its first Forest Action Plan, a set edqpire
solutions to address critical issues within our forests. Our vision is to provide
healthy forests for all Idahoans and the work reflected in this report leads us in
this direction | am pleased with the remarkable accomplishments highlighted
in this report and proud of the work of staff and our collective partners.

IDL has a londnistory of working with landowners, conservation groups,
industry, agencies and organizations, and our partnerships are more important
than ever Together we are tackling issues that face our urban and rural forests. We are reducing threats
from insects, tease, wildfire and invasive weeds and improving water and air quality, wildlife habitat,
recreation and forest markets.

With 21 million acres of forestland in Idaho, our Forestioh Plan guides worik priority areas to ensure the
wise investment of fads.Now and into the future, we will continue to target our efforts and work with
our partners to leave a legacy of healthy forests for all Idahoans.

(L

Message from the ldaho Lands Resource Coordinating CouKeh KnochVice Chair

The Idaho Lands Resource Coordinating Council (ILRCC) is a diverse group comprised of 23 members
representing federal, state, local and nprofit organizations who assist the ldaho Department of Lands

(IDL) by guiding collaboratiaand implementation of the Idaho Forest Action Plan (FAP). FAP identifies

key threats to and benefits from forests in Idadrom Main Street to mountainto, and strategies to

address these issues through IDL forestry assistance programs. Integrating ledtwveen programs is a

key strategy of FAP, as it increaseficafncy of limited staff and resources and leads to improved forest
health.

As youread in this report, the strategic vision behind forming the ILRCC is working. As members expand
their understanding of forestry and fire issuemyr collective ability to provide strategic direction toward

C't AYLIESYSylGlridAaz2y KlIa KSELISR (G2 o0S3GGSNJ I RRNBaa
forests. Further, this knowledge benefttsuncil membes in theirregular jobs and their interaction with

the organizations they represent.

ILRCC members are proud of the accomplishments summarized in this report, and we look forward to the
opportunities before us. Togethene areg 2 N) Ay 3 (2 SyKFyOS LRIK2Qad FT2NBa
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Executive Summary

This report summarizes the efforts of the Idaho Department of LgHdk)and partnegs from 2008
through 2015 in addressing seven key issues identified in the Idaho Forest Action PlatsgeA®)vithin
Idaho forests include:

Threatsto forests:

*  Continued decline of forest health
* Increased occurrence of large and intense (uncharactenstdfires)
*  Pressure of development, and recreation in undesignated areas

Benefitsfrom forests:

*  Enhanced water quality and quantity

* Improved air quality

*  Wildlife habitat and biodiversity

*  Sustainable markets for wood and forest products

Thisdocumentprovides information for projegbartners, agencies, landowners, collaborative groups and
the publc on largescale actiongo address theséssues.Following this summanEAP goals, strategies,
Priority Landscape Ared®LAs)the Idaho Lands Resource d@dinating Council (ILRCC), two project
highlights, and Forest Legacy Program accomplishments are descritmedenetail. Project summaries,
located at the end of this report, illustrate the diversity of work funded by the USFS State and Private
Forestrygrantsand partner resources

LRI K2Qa C2NXad ! OtAz2y tfly A& (GKS 3FdARAY3a R20dzyS
report. FAP is available on line latp://www.idl.idaho.qov/forestry/forestaction/index.html

Asummary of FAP accomplishments:

Idaho Lands Resource Coordinating Council Forms

With the formation of he Idaho Lands Resourc
Coordinating Council (ILRCC), IDL achiewéti Goal #6to
create an integrated framework for implementitige FAP.

This actionO2 y & 2 £ A R | tlirée RadvikoBy [ gfbéps Ste'\:,\?;fj;hh FireG \I{\(I)cl)Jrking
(Forest Stewardship, CommuniBorestry,and the ldaho &Legacy X
Fire Pla Working Group)into one integrated advisory o B
group. ~ Urban &
Community
Formed in 2012, ILRCébordinates with stakeholders Forestry

across all State and Private Forestry (S&PF) progrz
assists the State Foresterin implementing the FAP,
reviews policy issuesand selecs projectsto compete for Idaho Lands Resource
Landscape Scale Restoration, Forest Legacy and Ha Coordinating Council
Fuel Reductiofunds.

CKA& AYGSANFGSR | LIINRBIFOK F20dzaSa 2y aGNIGS3IAO RSt
importance in high priority landscapes, and opportunitfes partnership efforts that further leverage
resources and overall success.
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Projectsbased on FAP strategies and developétth multiple partners across land ownerships hedpto
achieveFAPgoals, reducinghreats to andincreasingoenefits from Idahodrests Below is a summary of

projectsfunded in partby the USDA Forest Service and partner resouticasaddress national priorities
to conserve, protect and enhance forest resources.

1 Over $4.3 millionn grants and $7.4 million in partner contributiohsnded 20 Landscape Scale
Restoration (LSR) projectg/ork includes:

0 Ten LSR projectsompletedwith 10additionalprojectscurrently underway

o Twenty Forest Stewardship Plans

o Tree canopyassessmenten 267,000 urban forestacrdermy 2 F LRI K2Qa f I NH:
o]

Twentyeight educational workshops across the state for landowners and resource
professionals

0 More than 6,500 acregeated to mitigate threats from wildfire, insect and disease, and
tree canopy lossthat increase benefits from wildlife and biodiversity, water quality and
guantity, air quality and forest markets

1 Hazardous fuelseducedon nearly 10,000 acres within 20 Idaho Countigith Western Fire
Manager(WFM)grantsto significantly lower risk from wildland fire for thousands of rural and
urban landowners

1 13,575 acres of productive forestlangrotected from development through conservation
easements purchased by IDL with Federal Forest Legacy Program funds. By 2016, Idaho will have
an additional 23,131 acres under Forest Legacy easements, for a total of 36,706 acres that will
remain productive, working forests forever.

Additional Accomplishments:

With federal Forest Legacy Program funding, IDL purchased conservation easements on nearly 10,800
acresof productive forestland in the Marthur Lake Wildlife Corridprensuring these lands will remain
forever as working forestsproducing foresbased products, providing jobs and strengthening the local
economy.These easementsassurefuture timber harvess, protect critical wildlife habitatand enhance
recreation opportunities in one of the most important wildlife linkage zoria the region and a
conservation area of national significanbétp://www.idl.idaho.gov/forestry/forestlegacy/index.html

Two complimentary canopy assessments calculated the 2f4fmh 2y SEA&GAY3 GNBSa A
Valley, valued at $3 billion, annually provide $9.6 millimecosystem benefits. The study identified and
prioritized over 1 million future planting sites, quantifying their benefit to stormwater management,

energy conservation and air quality improvememRtartners formed the Treasure Valley Canopy Network,

a group dedicated to wusing the data to inform sustainable regional development.
http://www.tvcanopy.net/

Guided by the taets of the National Cohesive Wildfire Management Strategy, the Island Park Sustainable
Fire Community collaborative formed to develop and implement a local strategy to mitigate wildfire risks.
Educational events, homeowner assessments and treatmentselpiny create resilient landscapes, fire
adapted communities and safe and effective wildfire respoh#ip://islandparkfirecommunity.com/

In the years ahead, IDL will build upon these accomplishments and seek opportunities to work with our
partners to ensure healthy forests for all Idahoans

Idaho Forest Action Plan Accomplishments: 22085 A


http://www.idl.idaho.gov/forestry/forest-legacy/index.html
http://www.tvcanopy.net/
http://islandparkfirecommunity.com/

) A A EForé@sDAction Plan

In late 2008 the Idaho Department of Land$DL) along with partners and stakeholdeigijtiated work
ona Forest Action Plan (FAF)2 NJ L Rl K2 Q& NXdzNJorhpleted/ifR20EMB is & longanNB & (i a ¢
comprehensive, coordinated strategy for investing state, fellenad leveraged partner resources.

Purpose

Thepurpose2 ¥ LRI K2 Q& C & teBaipiprovid®fidcuLty lantofvihess, agencies, collaborative
groups, and partnership efforts in identifying projects and activities to reduce threats to, and inthease

0SYySTAala 2FT LRIFIK2Q&a TFT2NBaldflryRad CNRBY O2YYdzyAlA.
priority areas allows leveraging of funds and coordination across ownerships as a highly effective way to

address the most critical forest resourasiuies in Idaho at a scale where significant, positive chasages
be realized.

Goals, Strategies and Priority Landscapes

LRI K2 Qa C2 NIt 8ix ovetaichirg) goalivé df whichdescribe the desired
conditions for our forestand one focusingn a framework for implementatiorisee

next pag®. FAPalso identifies seven critical issue ldaho (see pagelb) that, if

addressed, will help lead us towaaghieving thesgoals.

2’* bl A geospatial analystetermined areas where multiple issues ranked hoglvery
o ~ high in priority Using this information, stakeholders identifigdirteen

Priority Landscape AredBLAspand multistate
Priority Landscape Areas PLAgo help focusefforts where the need and
g #5 Boise River 2 Palouse .
e o, Craig_Camas ’ Snake River Complex beneflts are greateSt

/ Coeur d'Alene Basin 5 stJoe_Clearwater

Eastern Idaho Complex ’ Teton West Slope The Forest ACtIOﬂ Plandentlfles Strategles

) i
o 2 Hells Gate West Central
\ Y

\ N e e s based on the goals, which address the high
e gang ‘ North Panhandle Multi-State Collaboration prlorlty |SSUeS Wlthln eaCh PLA

0 25

—— The FAP strategies apply across all
W ownershigs; however, FAP does noteplace

B4 & w(%)’ existing strategic or management plans for
s G0 R any agency, organization or individual, nor
does it imply that lands not within a PLA are
unimportant. Rather, it identifies
opportunities for willing partners to align
their plans, leverage resources, darwork
together as a way to gain the greatest value
and benefits from limited resources in high
priority areas.

_ Idaho's Priority Landscape Areas

! http://vww.idl.idaho.gov/forestry/forestaction/index.html
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Idaho Forest Action Plan Goals:

Goal 1: Idaho's Forests are diverse and resilient to climatic changed other natural and unique stresses
Goal 2: The ecosystem benefits that Idaho forests provide are identified, maintained and enhanced
Goal 3: Forestlands with the highest benefits are identified, protected and enhanced

Goal 4: Forest ecosystemsre resilient to human activities (development, recreation, forest practice
noxious weeds, etc)

Goal 5: Forestbased wood products markets are economically vibrant and sustainable

Goal 6: Idaho has an integrated framework for implementing the Idah@rést Action Plan, which guides
project development and legislative/policy actions. The framework will promote cohesi
YIEYylF3SYSyid 2F LRIFIK2Q& dzNBlFy | yR NHzNI f T2 NB2

FAP Implementation

The IDL implements FAP through its Forestry Assistance Bureau and ®wtleral funding provided

throud K ! { 5! C2NBald PpPrEdtdFoest@E&PF)Progréns. [Thedgrams include

Forest Health, State Fire Assistance, Forest Stewardship, Urban and Community Forestry, Forest Legacy,
and Conservation EducatioDescriptions of each of these prograrase found on paged1-15 in the FAP

Strategy document

Forest Action Plan Strategigsiidedthe efforts described in this reportThese projects werundedin
part through western states grants programs and other special funding. TH8sEorest Service State
and Private Forestrfjunding sourcednclude:

Fire Mitigation Grants The purpose of these granisto mitigate risk from wildland fire within
the Wildland Wban Interface (WUI) emphasizinghazard fuel reduction, information and
education, assessment and planning, and monitoring through communityaaidwneraction.
Grants include Community Protection Progfafunds for projects on private lands that are
adjacent to federal landand Western Fire Managedgrantsfor projects on private lands that are
not adjacent to federal lands.

Landscape Scale Restoration Grants (LER3viously known as the Western Competitive Grants,
the purpose of these granis to implement projects identified within StatEorestAction Plans
and toaddresghe followingthree national priorities

1 Conserve and manage working forest landscapes for multiple values a®$ u

1 Enhance public benefits from trees and forests

9 Protect forests from harm

Forest Legacy Project GrantBrojects compete nationally for these grants. States uUwse
funds to purchaseconservationeasements(development rights)from willing landowners to
protect and enhanceénigh priority forestlands within Idahim perpetuity:.

Special Funding SourceLreceivedAmerican Recovery and Reinvestment fctds to improve rural
and urban forest health and to reduce hazardous fuels. Funds were also awandgilot projects
implemening the National Cohesive Wildid Fire Managemertrategy which focuses owrreatingfire-

adaptedcommunitiesresilientlandscaps and safe and effective wildfire response.

2 Community Protection Program funding comes from the National Forest System branch of the UgForest Service
Idaho Forest Action Plan Accomplishments: 20085



Accomplishments and Project Highlights

Creating the Idaho Lands Resource Coordinating Council

One ofthe sbkA2 fa 2F LRIFEK2Qa C2NBad ! Ol aetlyframeviotkyfor A & G 2
implementing the plan antb ensureit remains an active and effective document.

Historically, S&PFprograms across the country have operated independent of each other, with program
staff hired to oversee each, and with prograpecific advisory council¥he Idahd-APdeparts from this
programcentric model and focuses on how best to address the seegrfdrestrelated issues through
partnerships and integration of S&PF prograifisis integrated frameworgrovides opportuniy to work
collaboratively on issues that cross program boundaries.

In 2011, an oversight groupepresentingeach of

LRI K2 Qa progrén&i€ advisory groups ILRCOuties

reviewed how the groupswere operating and § Assist the State Forester with implementing FAF
provided recommendations on hotliey might work and reviewing policy issues.

more cooperatively to address FAP prioritie u Facilitate sound land management across all lat
Recognizing substantial overlamongeachgroup® ownershipswith the overarching objective

focus, and the great potential to a@vie effective SRR RURE  C 2 NOEiRaNS s
statewide program outcomes more strategicalll U Identify and coordinate funding opportunities to
they recommended consolidation of the thre address FABtrategies andbjectives Coordinate
. . . S&PF grant and othdéunding opportunities
advisory groups into a single ldaho Lands Resot Incluck partnerand stakeholdeinvolvement and

Coordinating Council (ILRCC). leverage.
Council Representation

Comprised of 23 memberdLRCC representsy &PF program partners and stakeholders from federal,
state, local and noiprofit organizations. Theymeet twice ayear to guide collaboration and
implementation of FAP.

The formation of ILRCC achieves FAP Goal 6.

Learn more aboulLRCChttp://www.idl.idaho.gov/forestry/ilrcc/index.html

Photo CreditDavid Stephenson

ILRCC members learn about City of Bdiseestry Issues and Projedt®m City Forester Brian Jorgenson

® Idaho Forest Stewardship Advisory Committee, Idaho Community Forestry Advisoryl @adnicdaho Fire Plan

Working Group
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McArthur Lake Forest Legacy Projects

Nearly 10,800 acre®f productive forestland in the McArthur Lake Wildlife Corridor are beir
maintained as working forests with two Forest Legacy conservation easements.

Located in Northern Idaho, the corridorasational, site and I@al conservation priority arearitical for
the survival and recovery of several threatened and endangered species, most notably grizzly beal

Selkirk
Mountains

Q=D 3Mi Cabinet-Yaak
N TR Mountains

Existing Forest Legacy Easement
Pending Forest Legacy Easement
—— McArthur Lake Widiife Corridor

Orange block represent existing FLP easements and pury
representpending FLP easements.

Partnerships Make it Happen

{

y

A view of McArthur Lake and the forests to the north
10,800 acre®f working forestland is protected within the
west half of this corridor. Another Forest Legacy easeme
will protect 8,000 acres to the east in 2015.

Forest Legacy accomplishmeatidress-AP Goal 3.

Idaho Forest Action Plan Accomplishments: 20085

Conserving these lands as working forest:s
SEGNBYSt& AYLRNII yi
Collectively, these forests are capable
sustainably producing 5.5 million board feet
timber per year.

Easement Acquisitions Continue

The map on the left showsxisting (orange)
and pending (purple)easements. The firs
easement, acquired in 2010, protects 3,9
acres, and in 2014, 6,847 adjacent acres w
added.

In 2015, easementwill be acquired onan
additional 8,000 acresexpandinghe corridor
to nearly 19,000 acresThese landswill be
protectedfrom developmentn perpetuity.

Landowners, conservation organizations anc
federal and shte agencies are workin
together to strategically anserve and protect
this important area Partrers include Trust foi
Public Lands, The Nature Conservancy and
Vital Ground Foundation.

The easements are valued at $9.9 million, w
$7.3 million coming from Forest Legacy fur
and $2.6 million from landowner and partn
donations.

Lands enrolled in the Forest Legacy Progi
restrict development and mineral extractio
and require sustainable forestry practices t
protect other values such as water, cultul
resources, and fish and wildlife habitat.

C2NJ Y2NB Ay T2 Ndyrestiledhd
Programhttp://www.idl.idaho.gov/forestry/fo
restlegacy/index.html

.
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Graphic courtesgf Ecosystem Sciences Foundation

Idaho Forest Legacy Proje@@6082015

The table below summarizes the individual easements acquired bytbject status indicates if IDL has
closed/completed all documentation related to the project.

Forest Legacyrpjects partners include private forest landowners,rast for Public Lands, The Nature
Conservancy, ldaho Department of Fish and Game, Idaho Department of Lands, USDA Forest Service

Project Status Acres Grant Funds = Landowner/PartnerMatch
Gold Creek 1 Complete 400 $1,552,800 $517,680
Gold Creek 2 Complete 243 $740200 $506,571
Trow Creek Complete 369 $15,000
McArthur Lake Complete 3,943 $3,215,485 $1,031,967
Bane CreelNeighbors Complete 1,026 $1,862,091 $620,709
McArthur Lake Addition Complete 6,847 $4,095,000 $1,600,000
Boundary Connections Active 1,461 $2,038,897 $679,633
McArthur LakeEast Active 8,068 $5,225,000 $1,745,000
Clagstone Meadows Active 13,093 $5,500,000 $7,155,000
Hall Mountain Active 1,256 $2,700,000 $900,000

Idaho Forest Action Plan Accomplishments: 20085
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Treasure Valley Tree Canopy Analysis Project

The trees within our communities comprise a tru
working forest. They reduce runoff from
stormwater, lower energy use, filter dangerou
pollutants out of the airabsorbatmosphericcarbon
dioxide and improve human health. TH$800,000
LSR project, funded in 2010, implements two
strategies within the Boise River PLf better
understand the value of existing canopy, an
through partnerships increase tree canopy i
targeted locations to maxiime their value.

To understand tree canopy value, IDL and proj
partners completed a geospatial analysis and pl
based iTree Eco assessment over a Ztflare mile —
I NBE I S Y 52 YL & &A y 3 Vv A yLocaI arborists in the Treasure Valley teach homeowners z

Y2ad
populous region. Energy Saving Trees program

Photo Credit: Idaho Power

2 LINPLISNIe LXIFIyd GKSAN ySq

Blending these two assessmentise geogatial tools enable users to model scenarios for specific issues.
The softwaremodels wherecanopy increases will be most beneficial, gdvideseconomic value for
energy savings, stormwater reduction and air quality improvement to any point in thdiftgxtears.

Sudy Findings

2.4 millionexistingcity trees are valued
at $3 billion and annually provide $9.6
million in ecosystem benefits, see graph
at left. Additionally over 1 million
planting sites were identified to aid
stormwater management, eneyg
conservation and air quality
improvement.

Project Qutcomes

The Treasure Valley Canopy Network
a diverse coalition of project partners
continues to work collaboratively, using
the data and tools to address critical
regional issuesvww.tvcanopy.net

Examples ofhe Canopy Networlefforts include:

U ldaho Powe® Bnergy Saving Trees programovidestrees to utility customers to plant in specific
locations around their homes to reduce energy consumption (award2@fld$30K LSR grant

U The Boise River Enhancement Network is using projeet tdainform restoration efforts

0 City of BoiseCapital City Development Camation and Ada County Highway Distriptan toinvest
more than & million in green stormwater infrastriigre projectsbased on information from the
assessment
City ofBoiseCommunityForestry is working with homeowners to plant trees on theperty
City planners are using data/tools to model sstgecific cosbenefits of strategic landscapintPL
received a 2014 LSRgrant for $130Kto complete a similar assessment in the ldaho Falls and
Pocatello areaThis project is currently underwayhisprojectaddresse$AP Gda2 and 4
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